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Biography 
Dr. Glenn Wakam is a son of two immigrant parents from 
Cameroon, West Africa. He was born in Detroit but grew 
up in southern California. He attended Princeton 
University for his undergraduate degree. Dr. Wakam then 
attended University of California San Francisco, 

graduating in the AOA honor society before coming to the University of Michigan for 
General Surgery residency. He is currently a PGY-5 spending two years of dedicated 
research studying traumatic injuries and transplant outcomes. He has been an ardent 
supporter of diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts, helping create an institution wide 
dinner series for minority members.  Dr. Wakam also serves on various committees with 
the goal of recruiting and retaining a diverse workforce. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Eugenia Eng, DrPH 
DIRECTOR: CANCER HEALTH DISPARITIES 
POSTDOCTORAL PROGRAM 

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: ACCOUNTABILITY FOR 
CANCER CARE THROUGH UNDOING RACISM AND 
EQUITY 

PROFESSOR: DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH BEHAVIOR; 
GILLINGS SCHOOL OF GLOBAL PUBLIC HEALTH 

Eugenia Eng has, over the past 30 years, developed a body of community-based 
participatory research (CBPR) work that is recognized, both nationally and 
internationally, for three contributions to public health practice. One is the relevance and 
measurement of the concept of community competence as an outcome of 
community-based interventions. The second is her demonstration research projects on 
the lay health advisor (LHA) intervention model, which is distinguished by its focus on 
the concept of natural helping. This model builds on the social support function of 
naturally occurring social networks in ethnic minority populations to address socially 
stigmatizing health problems. Her third contribution is the application of the 
Action-Oriented Community Diagnosis, which is a community assessment procedure 
that combines the principles of community organizing with those of the social ecological 
framework for health promotion. Dr. Eng has assisted health practitioners and 
researchers alike on the design and conduct of community-based assessments, 
interventions, and evaluations in the US, Cameroon, People’s Republic of China, 
Lebanon, and 12 nations in Southeast Asia, Central America, Africa, and Eastern 
Europe. 

Dr. Eng is the senior advisor to the Community Engagement, Partnerships and 
Technical Assistance (formerly CBPR) Core Unit at the Center for Health Promotion and 
Disease Prevention and is the Director of the Cancer Health Disparities Program, which 
offers postdoctoral training in cancer prevention and control research, at the UNC 
Gillings School of Global Public Health. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 Terence "TC" Muhammad has been a community 

activist and organizer for over two decades. His 
experience spans voter mobilization campaigns, issue 
advocacy, and coalition building in African American 
communities, faith communities, on college campuses, 
and among civil rights and progressive organizations. He 
works at the intersection of economic justice, criminal 
justice reform, climate and environmental justice, youth 
empowerment, and community health. His primary role 
as Community Outreach Manager for Hip Hop Caucus is 
to coordinate grassroots mobilizations with advocacy 
agendas at local, state, and federal levels. This involves 
working with local and national issue-based coalitions, 
Hip Hop Caucus’ grassroots leaders, and elected officials 

to ensure communities’ voices have a say in the policymaking process. TC has been a 
key force behind executing many of Hip Hop Caucus’ campaigns, tours, and major 
events, including: the 2008, 2012, and 2016 Respect My Vote! Campaigns; 
environmental campaigns including People’s Climate Music, the Hip Hop Caucus Act 
On Climate HBCU Tour, and the Green the Block campaign; and the Make Hip Hop Not 
War Tour for peace and justice. His entertainment industry expertise includes directing 
on-the-ground logistics and management for events, concerts, and touring artists, which 
are services he has provided for such acts as Ludacris, Rick Ross, 2 Chainz, Biggie, 
T.I., and Russell Simmons. TC is from and lives in North Carolina and proudly wears the 
banner of an Aggie having studied Psychology at North Carolina A&T State University. 
He remains very involved in his local community while raising his son. The Partnership 
Project 
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Biography 
Matthew Manning, MD 

Board certified in radiation oncology, Matthew Manning, MD, 
is Cone Health’s Chief of Oncology. He balances his 
leadership and clinical responsibilities with clinical interest in 
prostate, bladder, brain and spine, melanoma and thoracic 
cancers. 

His research on high-tech therapies, including stereotactic radiosurgery and 
brachytherapy, has helped elevate Cone Health’s cutting-edge clinical care at national 
meetings. In recent years, he has been published in the Journal of Applied Clinical 
Medical Physics and International Radiation Oncology Biology and Physics. In 2016, he 
received the Association of Community Cancer Centers’ Innovator Award.  In 
collaboration with the Greensboro Health Disparities Collaborative, he has also 
co-authored studies to eliminate racial disparity in cancer care. 

Married with three children, he enjoys live music, going to the gym and traveling. 

Areas of Interest: Areas of interest include bladder, brain and spine, melanoma, 
prostate and thoracic cancers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Samuel Cykert, MD 

Professor UNC-Chapel Hill 

Cancer Prevention and Control 

Area of interest 

Dr. Cykert is a Professor of Medicine at UNC-CH. He is a 
faculty member of the Greensboro Area Health Education 
Center. His medical practice is at Moses Cone Memorial 
Hospital in Greensboro and he is Chief of the Internal 
Medicine Teaching Program there. He was recently named 

NC AHEC Director of Primary Care Residency Education. 

Dr. Cykert’s research career has spanned fifteen years with an emphasis on access to care, 
resolution of health disparities, and primary care practice improvement. This work includes a 
local and national survey of primary care physicians acceptance of publicly insured patients 
(Archives of Family Medicine 1993;2:1153-5; J Gen Intern Med 1995;10:345-8), and 
measurement of patient preferences that are particularly applicable to health disparities 
research (J Gen Intern Med 1999;14:217-222; Med Decision Making 2003; 23:167-176). Dr. 
Cykert has just completed a five-year, prospective study of racial disparities in treatment of early 
stage, non-small cell lung cancer to identify factors that can be modified to optimize care. He 
also has served for the last four years as a core leader in the North Carolina Improving 
Performance in Practice Project. 

As part of efforts to merge research with health policy and dissemination, Dr. Cykert is the 
clinical director and co-PI of the North Carolina Regional Extension Center for Health 
Information Technology and serves the state as vice chair of North Carolina’s Health 
Information Technology Collaborative (the key advisory group for the development of North 
Carolina’s Health Information Technology System). The HIT Collaborative plays a key role in 
determining how North Carolina will address meaningful use requirements as defined by the 
Office of the National Coordinator for HIT. One aspect of this definition will be to disseminate 
practice tools that improve care and directly address healthcare disparities including those that 
exist in cardiovascular disease. If interventions prove successful, Dr. Cykert will advocate their 
use in the state and national IT system. 



 
 

 

KATIE RUSSELL, MD 
University of Utah Health 
 
Dr. Russell is a pediatric surgeon with strong interests in 
pediatric trauma, extracorporeal membrane oxygenation 
(ECMO), chest wall deformity, fetal consultation, minimally 
invasive surgery, and global surgery. 
 Dr. Russell earned a B.A. degree in visual art at Brown 
University and earned her M.D. at the Keck School of 
Medicine at the University of Southern California where she 

was elected AOA. She completed her general surgery residency at the University of 
Utah including a 1-year research fellowship under the mentorship of Dr. Eric Scaife. 
During her research fellowship they completed a randomized controlled trial evaluating 
the effect on patient decision making on cost containment in pediatric appendectomy. 
She also participated in wilderness medicine research and has continued to teach for 
the Alaska Mountaineering School and the National Park Service. During her residency 
she received the Chassin Award for professionalism in surgery. Dr. Russell completed 
her fellowship in pediatric surgery at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. 

Dr. Russell has also been active in the field of global surgery. In 2017 she spent 
two months in South Sudan with Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF). She has completed 
multiple surgical missions in Haiti, Guatemala and Tanzania. She was also on a surgical 
team that responded in Nepal after the 2015 Earthquake. She intends to continue her 
efforts in global surgery throughout her career. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chad Ellimoottil, MD, MS 
Assistant Professor, Urology 

Michigan Medicine 

Biography 

Dr. Ellimoottil is an Assistant Professor and a urologist at the University of Michigan. He 
has used virtual care with his patients for many years. He is the Director of Telehealth 
for the Urology Department and has led the growth of virtual care from 50 to 1,000 visits 
per month. Also, he is the Director of University of Michigan’s Telehealth Research 
Incubator where he leads a large portfolio of research projects related to optimizing the 
delivery of virtual care. He has over 90 scientific publications and has received multiple 
grants for research. His innovative policy research has been quoted in NYTimes, 
Washington Post, Modern Healthcare and he has been invited to speak about virtual 
care in many venues across the country including NPR and Freakonomics Radio. 

 

 


